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Bhubaneswar: The Nandankanan Zoological Park has revised its timing for 
winter. The timing of the zoological park and the state botanical garden 
will be from 8 am to 5 pm from October 1 and it will remain unchanged till 
March 31, 2025. The present timing of the zoo is 7.30 am to 5.30 pm.

Zoo notifies 
new timing 

MONDAY 30�09�2024

After BJP, BJD sets target to enrol 
more than one crore members
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

AMID the ongoing membership drive 
of  the BJP with a target to bring more 
than one crore people of  the state into 
its fold, rival BJD is all set to launch its 
own campaign with similar enrolment 
goals from October 9. The 
two-month-long drive will be 
launched by party president 
Naveen Patnaik.

Announcing this at a me-
dia-conference here on Sun-
day, chairman of  the BJD 
steering committee Debi 
Prasad Mishra said the focus 
will be on enrolling more 
youths and students. The par-
ty has constituted a 21-mem-
ber committee headed by 
former minister Atanu Sab-
yasachi Nayak to achieve the 
target fixed by the party su-
premo. The effort will be to 
consolidate the existing mem-
bers and bring in new mem-
bers, he said.

Mishra said the committee has de-
cided to launch membership drive in 
the digital mode in a big way this time. 
Besides, public meetings will also be 

held at panchayat, block and Assembly 
constituency level to enrol members. 
Party MLAs, defeated candidates in 
last elections and local leaders have 
been given a major role to achieve the 
target, he said. 

Naveen has written a letter to all 
MPs, MLAs, district presi-
dents and other leaders in 
this regard. The annual Jana 
Sampark Padayatra of  the 
party will be also held for 15 
days in two phases from Octo-
ber 2. The failure of  the state 
government in fulfilling elec-
tion promises should be high-
lighted during the padayatra, 
the party supremo has said. 

The padayatra should also 
be used to highlight decline 
in law and order situation 
and increase in crime against 
women, failure of  the govern-
ment to control price of  es-
sential commodities and halt-
ing all welfare works launched 
by the BJD government. 

All activities during the padayatra 
should be synchronised to boost the 
membership drive, Naveen has in-
structed the party leaders.

HC concerned over filing of forged documents
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Cuttack

THE Orissa High Court has ex-
pressed serious concern over non-
verification or authentication of  
documents by advocates and even 
advocate’s clerks as a result of  
which forged documents are placed 
before it to get relief  in cases. 

While deeming such action as 
“severe form of  contemptuous at-
titude”, the division bench of  Jus-
tice SK Sahoo and Justice Chitta-
ranjan Dash directed the advocates 
or advocate’s clerks to properly ver-
ify the documents before placing 
them on record. “It is also better to 
ask the party concerned to swear 
the affidavit,” the bench said.

The observation came in a case 

in which a forged school transfer 
certificate was used by a lawyer in 
an appeal by one Sanatan Hessa for 
re-consideration of  his conviction 
for murder, on the basis of  age-fac-
tor and quashing the trial court’s 
order of  imprisonment for life. 

The advocate’s clerk Dan-
ardan Sethi pleaded before 
the court that he carried 
out the instruction of  the 
advocate and had sworn 
the affidavit wherein cer-
tain documents were en-
closed. He had no knowledge 
about the genuineness of  those 
documents and on bona fide belief  
and good faith, he had annexed the 
same to the application.

Advocate Nityananda Panda on 

his part pleaded that the forged 
document was provided by Hessa’s 
brother-in-law Gania Gagarai and 
he had accepted it on good faith as 
genuine and annexed the same to 
the application in the appeal.

The court initiated criminal 
contempt proceedings against 

Gagarai and ordered his de-
tention. Gagarai remained 
in jail custody from Sep-
tember 3 till the proceeding 
was dropped after he ten-

dered unconditional apology 
on September 24.

The bench, however, took stern 
note of  the fact that forged medical 
documents, forged date of  birth 
certificates and school certificates 
are being filed in different cases to 

get relief, and most of  the times, 
the advocate’s clerks swear affida-
vit in filing such documents for 
which they are made accountable 
in case of  any forgery. 

Accordingly, the bench said, “It 
is the responsibility of  the advo-
cate and the advocate’s clerks to 
bring correct state of  affairs before 
the court and their attempt should 
not be to misguide the court in any 
manner. If  the advocate or the ad-
vocate’s clerk has no personal 
knowledge about a particular docu-
ment which is produced by a party, 
then it is to be verified properly be-
fore bringing the same on record 
and it is also better to ask the con-
cer ned party to swear the 
affidavit.”

Govt will reopen probe into 
Smitarani death case: CM
The woman was murdered by local leaders of BJD: Majhi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

THE state government will reopen in-
vestigation into the mysterious death 
of  Smitarani Biswal, a panchayat ex-
ecutive officer of  Haridaspur panchay-
at in Jajpur district, after five years of  
the incident.

This was announced by Chief  Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi at an event 
organised by the BJP at Barchana dur-
ing the party’s membership drive on 
Sunday. Smitarani was found hanging 
in a private guest house under mysteri-
ous circumstances on October 16, 2019.

Coming down heavily on the previ-
ous BJD government for not acting on 
crime against women due to politics, 
the chief  minister alleged that Smitara-
ni was murdered by the local leaders of  
the regional outfit and it was given the 
colour of  a suicide.

“Smitarani’s husband met me recent-
ly and requested for a fresh probe into 
the incident. Our government will in-
vestigate the case and take stern action 
against all those involved in the crime,” 
Majhi said.

Taking a dig at the ‘Maa Ku Samman’ 
(respect to women) slogan of  the BJD, 
he asked if  killing a woman PEO to 
whitewash the black deeds of  the local 
leaders of  the regional party was re-
spect to women.

The chief  minister said despite many 
top leaders of  the BJD representing the 
mineral-rich Jajpur district, it has 
lagged behind in all development 
indices. 

Citing the Nagada malnutrition 
deaths during the previous govern-

ment, he said the death of  15 children 
showed the state in poor light and 
hogged headlines at national and inter-
national-level. Though the then govern-
ment launched several schemes to bring 
a change in the lives of  the people at 
Nagada, it failed to implement them. 
There is hardly any change in the lives 
of  the people of  the village, he said.

“There has been only destruction in 
the state during the 24 years of  BJD 
rule because of  its vote bank politics. 
Despite being endowed with rich min-
eral resources, Jajpur is lagging behind 
due to three families who have looted 
the district,” Majhi said.

He said Congress and BJD are two
sides of  the same coin so far as dynasty 
politics and nepotism is concerned. 
“While the son has taken over the reins 
from mother in Congress, here in 
Jajpur district, sons are ruling the roost 
after their fathers in the BJD,” he said. 
Their only aim is to amass wealth not 
the development of  the people, Majhi 
added.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER  
E-Procurement Notice No:-CE&BM, MBBS 02 OF 2024-25
Bid Identification No: CE&BM, MBBS JKID 02 OF 2024-25 

A-346: The Chief Engineer & Basin Manager, Mahanadi, Brahmani & Baitarani System, Chandikhole on behalf of 
Governor of Odisha invites on-line Percentage Rate Tender through e-procurement in double cover system. 
Table - 1: Details of Critical Dates, details of work, Bid Security 

Pkg. 
No. Name of works Approx. 

Tender Cost 
Class of 

Contractor

Bid Secu-
rity/EMD-

(online)- (in 
INR)

Cost of 
tender 

document- 
(online)- (in 

INR) 

Period of 
Completion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1

Protection to Scoured bank 
of Flood Protection Embank-
ment on Kushei Right near 
Harikansa, Majhipal, Jalsu-
an, Bangarkota & Sainkula

Rs 948.87 
Lakh

(Excluding 
G.S.T)

A & Special 
Class

Rs. 
9,48,900/- Rs.10,000/-

12 
(Tweleve) 
Calendar 
Months

Table - 2: e-Procurement Details 

Procurement 
Officer

Bid 
Identifica-

tion No.

Availability of tender 
on-line for bidding Date of Seek-

ing tender 
clarification

Date & time of opening 
of Tender Place of opening

From To Technical 
Bid

Financial 
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Chief Engineer & 
Basin Manager, 

Mahanadi, Brah-
mani & Baita-
rani System, 
Chandikhole

CE&BM,
MBBS JKID

02 OF 
2024-25 

Dt 
01.10.2024

at 10.00
hours

Dt
18.10.2024
up to 17.00

hours

Dt 01.10.2024
to 15.10.2024

at Office
during office

hours.

Dt
19.10.2024

at 11.00
Hours

To be inti-
mated after 
evaluation 

of Technical 
Bid.

Office of Chief 
Engineer &Basin 
Manager, Maha-

nadi, Brahmani & 
Baitarani System, 

Chandikhole
Further details can be seen from the Govt. Web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in  *Other Terms & conditions can be 
seen from the Government website www.tendersodisha.gov.in *The Corrigendum/ cancellation of Tender, if any, will be 
uploaded and can be seen from the above website only. 

Sd/- Chief Egineer & Basin Manager, MMBS, ChandikholeOIPR- 32415/11/0002/2425

BJD disputes CM’s statement on Jajpur
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

TAKING on Chief  Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, the BJD demanded that he 
should come out with the names of  the leaders who have looted Jajpur district and 
amassed wealth when the regional outfit was in power in the state.

Addressing a media-conference here, BJD Rajya Sabha MP Sulata Deo said that 
the statement of  the chief  minister is not based on evidence and seems to be made 
out of  the frustration of  his government’s failure to achieve the target set for 100 
days. Deo said contrary to what the chief  minister said during the BJD tenure, 
Odisha transformed into the rice bowl of  the country. Malnutrition in Odisha was 
low compared to states like Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh, she said and added that 
Nagada in Jajpur district has seen all-round development.

e-KYC verification of ration 
card to continue till Nov: Min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

FOOD Supplies and Consumer Welfare minister Krushna Chandra 
Patra on Sunday said the state government will continue the e-KYC 
verification of  ration cards till the last application is processed.

The minister said that e-KYC verification of  about three-and-
half  crore people of  the state will be conducted. Verification of  two 
crore people has been completed while another 1.5 lakh applica-
tions are under process. “This will take another 30-45 days. We 
expect it to be over by November. Once e-KYC verification is com-
pleted, we will come to know how many people have fake ration 
cards. After cancellation of  the ration cards of  ineligible persons 
and cardholders who are no more alive, new ration cards will be 
issued to all eligible beneficiaries,” Patra said. 

The minister, however, did not say how many applications have 
been received for new ration cards. The government had informed 
the Assembly that nearly 10 lakh applications were received till 
end of  August.

The online KYC verification which commenced from August 22 
was scheduled to be over by September 25. However, the process 
has been delayed due to internet connectivity and other technical 
problems.

In a notification issued by the government, the ration cardhold-
ers have been advised to complete their Aadhaar seeding and KYC 
verification through e-PoS (point of  sale) machines at PDS dealers 
point by September 25, failing which their cards will be rejected.

However, several organisations working on the right to food and 
nutrition have objected to the deadline fixed by the government 
and the threat to cancel the cards as they violate the National Food 
Security Act. Over 3.26 crore people of  the state are covered under 
NFSA.

CM Mohan Charan Majhi shares lunch with BJP 
leaders of Jajpur district on Sunday |  EXPRESS
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Debi Prasad Mishra, 
BJD leader


